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Foundation for Restoration's 

Annual Membership Meeting  

Sunday July 21 

Chapel History Presentation 3 pm 

BBQ Meal following in the Parish Hall 

This chapel has had a long and interesting history.  

Join us in St. Mary and learn firsthand the story of its 

past and the effort to save this historic building. 

Cost $10  includes presentation, meal, drink and dessert. 

RSVP office 573-883-9622,  email ffrsg@att.net  or  text 314-607-6149 

Foundation Sponsored French Heritage Festival  

Saturday, June 8 was the annual French Heritage Festival event.  This was the second 

year that the Foundation for Restoration was the sponsoring organization, and things 

went pretty smoothly.  Despite the weather man’s predictions, the rain stayed away,  

and it was actually pleasant in the afternoon and early evening.  Foundation member, 

Cathy Grusling, who heads the Committee for the event was pleased with the turn-

out, and thanked the members of her committee for their assistance. 
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 SPRING MEMBERSHIP MEETING HELD AT MAIN STREET INN 

In April, our Spring Membership meeting was held at the Main Street Inn, thanks to 

the generosity of hosts, Pat Fahey and Susan O'Donnell.  Members enjoyed light 

snacks and refreshments, and were entertained by a very interesting talk by Founda-

tion member, Mike (Skip) Weiler.  Skip is a descendant of the LeClere family, and his 

talk was entitled, "The Life of Francois LeClere in Ste. Genevieve".  The LeClere 

name, though not as familiar as Rozier or Valle, contains a history that is still impor-

tant in its associations with the early settlers of the town, and members learned of the 

important contributions made by Francois and his family.  Following the presentation, 

Pat offered a tour of the Inn.  

When touring the Guibourd Valle home, be 

sure to notice the two portraits hanging in 

the living room, recently restored through the 

Foundation's efforts -  Jules Valle by Ber-

nard Peters over the fireplace, and Catherine 

"Zou Zou" Beauvais, by an unknown art-

ist, the 3X great niece of  Jacque Guibourd 

over the sofa.  

The Foundation's college scholarship which was established at the end 

of 2017 had its first awardee last month.  Sarah Moore, a senior who 

graduated from Ste. Genevieve High School was presented the award by 

Scholarship Committee Members, Sara Menard and Mickey Koetting.  

Sarah will be attending the University of Kansas, and according to her 

application, she says, "I have always had a love of historical structures, 

and my daily running route has taken me downtown nearly every day 

for the last six years.  As I glide through the streets, my eyes are drawn 

to something different every time. As the town gets older, the history becomes richer, and I absolutely 

love that  My passion lies in these ancient beauties, so I knew this was a must for me. I plan to return to 

our community to restore the historical houses and buildings.  The history within our community is very 

rich, deep, and lovely, so my goal is to preserve that beauty and history for future generations to enjoy as 

much as I do.  I love the town of Sainte Genevieve and love seeing it continue to flourish.  It is my goal to 

be part of that continuation in the near future."  The Foundation congratulates Sarah on the award, and 

wishes her luck in her educational endeavors.  

PORTRAITS RESTORED 

FIRST FOUNDATION COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT 

The Foundation for Restoration of Ste. Genevieve offers pres-
entations on Ste. Genevieve area related topics such as his-
tory, architecture, culture, traditions, personalities and the Civil 

War. Presentations are offered free of charge to 
not-for-profit groups within 30 miles of Ste. Gene-
vieve. Some presentations are suitable for school 
age children.  
For more information on the topics offered, visit  
www.historicstegen.org/speakers-bureau-catalog.  
To arrange for a presentation, phone the Founda-
tion’s office at 573-883-9622 or email the Founda-
tion at ffrsg@att.net 

http://www.historicstegen.org/speakers-bureau-catalog
mailto:ffrsg@att.net
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HISTORY CONFERENCE 2019 Have You  

Remembered the 

Foundation In 

Your Will? 

A thought to consider:  
Your retirement assets 
could make a wonderful 
gift and help you at the 
same time. 
 
Yes, you can plan your 
legacy because assets 
in retirement plans 
make substantial gifts 
that can have a big im-
pact on the future of the 
Foundation for Restora-
tion.  We can work with 
you if you’d like to talk 
about your retirement 
assets, including IRAs, 
401(K)s, 403(B)s, 
ESOPs, Keogh, pen-
sion plans and other tax
-deferred plans. 

Here’s how a gift 

from your retire-

ment funds can 

benefit you and 

your family: 

 You will avoid both 

income and estate 

tax on the gift of 

your retirement as-

set. 

 You will have the 

option to continue 

to take withdrawals 

during your lifetime 

 Your family can be 

freed of heavy tax 

burdens. 

 Simple and easy 

process 

CONTACT US TODAY 

FOR MORE INFORMA-

TION:  (573) 883-9622       

ffrsg@att.net 

History Conference chair, Bob Mueller informs the Foundation that 

the slate of speakers for this year's History Conference has been 

finalized.  The Conference will be held the weekend of Sep 20-22, 

with a reception on Friday evening, Sep 20 at the Guibourd Valle 

House from 5-7.  The conference proper will begin on Saturday, 

Sep 21, at the Ste. Genevieve Community Center starting at 9 am, 

following the Continental Breakfast for attendees.  Traditionally, the 

Foundation offers a special tour on Sunday for those attending the 

Conference that are staying over.  This year's tour will include the 

Lutheran and Catholic Church buildings.  Conference Registration 

can be accessed through the Foundation website, 

www.historicstegen.org, or by emailing the Foundation 

ffrsg@att.net and requesting one.  Here is the list of speakers and 

topics for this year's Conference. 
 

Dr. Will Thompson – “The Old-Mines – Ste. Genevieve Connection” 

Dr. Carl Ekberg -- "Black Colonial Ste. Genevieve: Two Perspectives." 

Break 

Carol Kuntz – “French Colonial Kitchen Gardens of the Illinois Country”  

Lunch      Sandra Cabot – Update on National Park and Mo. Bicentennial 

Jim Baker – “Set in Stone – Historic Masonry in Ste. Genevieve” 

Anthony Starr - “Mine La Motte Domain: A Separate Place” 

Break 

Sharon Person - “Pierre Laclède in Ste. Genevieve 

Guibourd Valle  Participates in Two Garden Events 
Even though the scheduled clean-up day for the garden area was mostly rained 

out, a few volunteers were able to make the garden presentable in time for the 

May Garden Walk.  The weather for the Garden Walk itself was fairly pleasant, 

and visitors to the House, as well as Garden Walk ticket holders were able to en-

joy the shade of the majestic Linden Tree (also known as American Basswood, 

according to John Karel) and the beautiful spray of ostrich ferns in the side yard.  

The Foundation also participated in an event with a group known as Historic St. 

Louis, and offered a viewing of the garden area, plus tea or lemonade, on Jun 

15.  Because of  the Stanley Cup Victory parade ,this second garden event did 

not draw St. Louis visitors as hoped,   We will be co-hosting another event with 

this group with a “Spirited Holiday Past” decoration event on December, which 

will coincide with our Annual Christmas Walk reception at the House. 



198 S. Second Street 

P O Box 88 

Ste. Genevieve, MO  

Phone: 573-883-9622 

Fax: 573-883-9622 

E-mail: ffrsg@att.net 

Preserving Ste. Genevieve History 

& Architecture 

www.historicstegen.org 

 

Foundation for Restoration of 

Ste. Genevieve  

 

 The Foundation for Restoration of Ste. Genevieve is this city’s His-

torical Society, and was founded in 1967 with the express purpose of promoting 

preservation and restoration of historic structures and other property that 

illustrate Ste. Genevieve’s early history and culture.  The Foundation also supports 

the acquisition of knowledge concerning the early settlements and its people 

by maintaining and sharing the area’s history with the public. 
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        Foundation Officers 
 

President - Sara Menard 

 

1st Vice President—Lawrence Myers 

 

2nd Vice President - Brian Craft 

 

Recording Secretary - Jack Koetting 

 

Treasurer - Mike Horrell 

Terms Expiring July 2021 

Frank Myers 

Roger Greminger 

Jack Koetting  

Brian Craft 

 
 

Terms Expiring July 2019 

Sara Menard 

Al Keiser 

Lawrence Myers 

Janet Leonard 

Romaine Holman 

Joyce Greminger 

Terms Expiring July 2020 

Jan Brans 

Sandra Cabot 

John Karel 

Mickey Koetting 

Lauren Moore 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Who do you know  

that would make a good new member  

to make your Foundation even better? 

Foundation Agrees to Accept Another Portrait Donation 
 

The Board of Directors has agreed to accept the donation of a 

portrait of Melanie Jarrot, who was the niece of Catherine Beau-

vais.  Members may remember that the Foundation had the por-

trait of Catherine restored last year, and it now hangs in the living 

room at the Guibourd Valle.  The portrait is being offered by 

Foundation member Anita Dunford, who resides in Florida, and is 

a descendant of Melanie.  Melanie's mother was Julie St. 

Gemme Beauvais, and she was baptized in Ste. Genevieve in 

1806, the year that the Guibourd Valle House was built.  Melanie 

was also the granddaughter of Vital Beauvais and Felicite Janis, 

both of whom lived in Ste. Genevieve.  The Foundation thanks 

Anita for her generous offer of the painting, and has plans to dis-

play it next to her aunt in the House. 

The Foundation congratulates its long 

time Board member, John Karel on 

his selection to the Park Service Hall of 

Fame.  John had an outstanding career as 

curator of Tower Grove Park in St. Louis. 

Be on the lookout for new membership cards.  As 

membership dues in the Foundation run date to date, 

the new membership card will display your renewal 

month, and serve as a reminder when they’re due.  The 

card entitles members to $5 off History Conference registration, Spirit 

Reunion, and King’s Ball attendance, in addition to free admission to 

the Guibourd Valle House.  Thanks for your support. 



Were you aware that your Foundation was one of the first 

groups that spearheaded the efforts which after a very long 

time has led to the establishment of Ste. Genevieve as a 

National Park site?  Our intention is to continue to stay in-

volved in the ongoing process. 


